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ANCHORAGE SCHOOL DISTRICT

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA
AM 11-2002
MEMORANDUM January 15, 2002
TO: THE HONORABLE GEORGE WUERCH
ANCHORAGE ASSEMBLY

FROM: OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT W (et e

SUBJECT: PROFESSIONAL SERVICES SELECTION FOR POLARIS K-12
SCHOOL ADDITION AND RENOVATION —~ DESIGN SERVICES

Polaris K-12 School is located at 1444 East Dowling Road. It was converted from an old
movie theater and opened as a school in 1994 with five portable classrooms
Subsequently, a sixth portable classroom was added to serve this school population of
approximately 500 students.

Educational Specifications were completed for this school and approved by the School
Board November 26, 2001 (ASD Memorandum # 117). These indicate that a school of
70,000 square feet is needed to support the school program. This effectively doubles the
size of the existing school and includes additional classrooms along with a gym and
renovation of some existing space to meet school program needs.

The School Board on November 12, 2001 approved $50,000 in forward funding for this
project (ASD Memorandum # 101). This initial funding will provide for the selection of
the designer to begin planning and preliminary design. It will provide an increased
opportunity for school involvement prior to the end of the school year. Additionally,
design funding is included in the Board’s recommendations for the April 2002 School
Bond. Approval of this funding will allow for early completion of project design.

A Request for Proposals was issued November 16, 2001. Eleven firms submitted
proposals on December 6, 2001. The proposals were evaluated by the selection
committee utilizing the evaluation criteria identified in the Request for Proposal. These
criteria consisted of project approach, methods, management, firm’s experience,
proposed project staff, work load and resources. At the completion of this evaluation oral
interviews were held with the three top ranked proposers.

The recommended design firm for the project is McCool Carlson Green Architects. They
are an Anchorage architectural firm with experience in educational architecture. They
have completed many educational projects over the years to include addition and
renovations at Wendler Middle School, Abbott Loop, College Gate, and Nunaka Valley
Elementary Schools and UAA’s Library and Aviation Technology Center. They are
currently working on planning and conceptual design for Chugach Optional School.
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